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SUBJECT: LETELIER/MOFFITT CASE: ALLEGED VERSION EROM MICHAEL 
TOWNLEY 


1. SUMMARY: A SOURCE CLOSE TO TOWNLEY'S WIFE SAYS HE SAW 
TOWNLEY IN SANTIAGO MARCH 5. THE TOWNLEYS ALLEGE THAT TOWNLEY 
AND HIS ACCOMPLICE "ROMERAL" DID TRY TO GET US VISAS ON PARAGUAYAN 
PASSPORTS IN ORDER TO SWEEP CHILEAN EMBASSY AND/OREBUG ANTI-GOC 
ORGANIZATIONS BUT WERE CALLED OFE MISSION AFTER THEY HAD VISA 
PROBLEMS. "ROMERAL" (AKA ARMANDO NFI) SUBSEQUENTLY TOLD TOWNLY 
THAT TWO OTHERS, USING SAME FALSE NAMES, EVENTUALLY MADE TRIP 
TO U.S. TOWNLEY BECAME ERIGHTENED WHEN HIS PICTURE APPEARED IN 
NEWSPAPERS AND HAS BEEN IN TOUCH WITH "ARMANDO", WHO SAYS HE 
SPOKE WITH FBI AGENT EROM BUENOS AIRES DURING EIRST WEEK OE MARCH. 
TOWNLEY AND WIFE BELIEVE THOSE ACTUALLY TRAVELING WERE NAMED 
CACHO RIVERA (OR ACEVEDO) AND ROLANDO RIVADEINEIRA. 

ACCORDING TO THE TOWNLEYS, AT LEAST ONE OF PAIR IS ON PINOCHET'S 
BODYGUARD UNIT. TOWNLEY BLAMES CUBAN EXILES FOR IDENTIFYING 
HIM SINCE THEY THINK TOWNLEY FINGERED RAFAEL OTERO BEFORE THE 
1976 KISSINGER VISIT TO CHILE. END SUMMARY 
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2. THE FOLLOWING INFORMATION FROM A CHILEAN JOURNALIST WAS 
RELATED TO AN USIS OFFICER. THE JOURNALIST CLAIMS TO HAVE OBTAINED 
THE INFORMATION FROM THE TOWNLEY'S ON MARCH 5. WE THINK HE IS 
REPORTING ACCURATELY. 

3. ACCORDING TO TOWNLEY, SOMETIME IN 1976 THE NATIONAL INTELLIGENCE 
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DIRECTORATE (DINA NOW RENAMED CNI) ASKED HIM TO DO A JOB 
FOR THE CHILEAN EMBASSY IN WASHINGTON. MS. GOWNLEY SAID THAT 
HE WAS TO PERFORM AN ELECTRONIC SWEEP AND PERHAPS BUG ANTI- JUNTA 
ORGANIZATIONS. SHE ADDED THAT ANOTHER TELECOMMUNICATIONS SPECIALIST 
"ROMERAL” WAS ASSIGNED TO GO WITH HIM. (SHE REFUSED TO GIVE HIS 
TRUE NAME BUT SOMETIMES REFERRED TO HIM AS "ARMANDO ", AN ARMY 
OFFICER WHOM TOWNLEY PROBABLY MET THROUGH HIS PATRIA Y LIBERTAD 
CONTACTS). 

4. TOWNLEY TOLD SOURCE THAT HE WAS NOT WILLING TO GO TO THE 

US ON HIS AMERICAN PASSPORT AND HAD HAD TROUBLE REGULARIZING HIS 
STATUS HERE. DINA DECIDED THEY SHOULD GO THROUGH PARAGUAY AND 
ARRANGED WITH THE PARAGUAYANS HERE FOR PARAGUAYAN PASSPORTS. 

AT ASUNCION, THE PAIR APPLIED FOR US VISAS. THE INTERVIEWING 
OFFICER HAD FOLDERS ON EACH OF THEM. WHEN THE CONSULAR OFFICER 
LEFT THE DESK TO ANSWER THE PHONE, TOWNLEY LOOKED IN THE FOLDER 
AND SAW THE WORDS "C/0 CIA". THEIR VISAS "WERE REJECTED". DINA 
THEN INSTRUCTED THE DUE TO RETURN TO SANTIAGO. 

5. SOME TIME LATER, ACCORDING TO MS. TOWNLEY, "ARMANDO" MET 
TOWNLEY AND TOLD HIM "TWO GUYS GOT OUR TRIP AND USED THE SAME 
NAMES WE WERE GOING TO USE". THUS NEITHER TOWNLEY NOR "ARMANDO" 
WENT TO THE STATES. MS. TOWNLEY WAS RELUCTANT TO IDENTIFY THE 

TWO PERSONS WHO ACTUALLY TRAVELLED. NEITHER BELIEVE THAT PRESIDENT 
PINOCHET WAS INVOLVED IN THE CASE AND ARE CONCERNED THAT HE WILL 
BE LINKED TO IT SINCE ONE OF THE ACTUAL TRAVELERS WORKS ON 
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PINOCHET'S BODYGUARD SQUAD. NEVERTHELESS, MS. TOWNLEY BELIEVES 
THAT THE GOC WILL PRODUCE THE REAL TRAVELERS BASED ON ASSURANCES 
GIVEN HER BY "SOMEONE" IN THE GOC. IF, HOWEVER, THE GOC DOES 
NOT PRODUCE THE TRAVELERS SHE WILL BE FORCED TO GO PUBLIC. 

EVENTUALLY SHE IDENTIFIED THE TRAVELERS AS "CACHO RIVERA OR 
CACHO ACEVEDO ", BEIEVED TO BE A SPECIAL SERVICES MAN, AND ROLANDO 
RIVADEINEIRA (SOURCE SAYS MR. TOWNLEY CALLED NEXT DAY TO SAY 
"ONE OF THE NAMES IS WRONG", BUT DID NOT SPECIFY WHICH.) 

6. ACCORDING TO MS. TOWNLEY, TOWNLEY BECAME CONCERNED WHEN 
HIS PHOTO APPEARED IN THE PRESS. HE THINKS THAT CUBAN EXILES 
INFORMED THE PRESS OF HIS TRUE NAME IN REVENGE FOR HIS ROLE IN 
FINGERING AS EXTREMELY DANGEROUS A CUBAN EXILE RESIDING IN CHILE. 
TOWNLEY CLAIMS TO HAVE GOTTEN INVOLVED WITH THE CUBAN EXILES 
DURING HIS SOJOURN IN THE MIAMI AREA IN 1973. HE SAYS PRIOR TO THE 
1976 KISSINGER VISIT, HE WAS INTERVIEWED BY AGENTS (NOT IDENTIFIED) 

AND DESCRIBED THEHRESIDENT EXILE AS A POTENTIAL THREAT TO KISSINGER. 
THE EXILE WAS SENT TO MIAMI "AND GIVEN A 99 YEAR JAIL SENTENCE." 

(EMBASSY COMMENT: THIS APPEARS TO BE A REFERENCE TO R APART, OTERO.) 

7. ACCORDINT TO MS. TOWNLEY, TOWNLEY MAINTIANS CONTACT WITH 
"ARMANDO" (THE PERSON WHOSE PHOTO HAS BEEN CIRCULATING) AND ARMANDO 
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RECENTLY TOLD TOWNLEY THAT HE HAD SPOKEN WITH "AN FBI AGENT 
FROM BUENOS AIRES LAST WEEK 

8. AMBASSADOR'S COMMENT: THE STATEMENTS MADE BY TOWNLEY 

REGARDING HIS APPLICATION (PARA 4) EOR A PARAGUAYAN PASSPORT 

IS SHEER EABRICATION. AS DEPARTMENT IS AWARE, THE PAIR NEVER CAME 

TO THE EMBASSY AND REQUEST FOR VISAS WAS MADE THROUGH THE PARAGUAYAN 

EOREIGN OEEICE, WHICH PRESENTED OEEICIAL PARAGUAYAN PASSPORTS 

AND TRANSMITTAL LETTER. IT IS NOT CERTAIN THAT THE PAIR 

EVER TRAVELLED TO PARAGUAY AND I BELIEVE THE GOP MAY HAAVE 

ACTED UPON AN OEFICIAL TELEPHONE REQUEST FROM CHILE. IN 

VIEW OE THE OUTRIGHT LIE, IT IS QUESTIONABLE HOW MUCH OF THE 

REST OE THE TOWNLEYS' STORY IS TRUTHEUL. 

LANDAU 
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